Reasons for optimism not disillusionment Iain Chalmers' disillusionment (July 2006 JRSM 1 ) with GlaxoSmithKline's (GSK) commitment to clinical trial transparency is misplaced. We believe a more complete account of GSK policy and practice paints a very different picture. Glaxo Wellcome (GW) launched a password protected clinical trial register in 1998. It provided summary protocol information and references from phase II-IV clinical trials of approved medicines. This register was not updated following the formation of GSK. However, trial transparency has been significantly enhanced through the development of a GSK policy and clinical trial register. 2, 3 This work was initiated prior to the action brought against GSK by the New York State Attorney General.
The GSK clinical trial register (launched in September 2004) provides greater transparency and more information compared with the GW register. Available to anyone with Internet access, it includes not only references but also the results from all trials (phase I-IV) of marketed medicines. The scope of trials included exceeds that in recognised industry guidelines-the PhRMA Principles on the Conduct of Clinical Trials and the Communication of Clinical Trial Results. 4 The GSK clinical trial register contains studies completed since the formation of GSK; there are currently over 2600 trials.
As for registering summary protocol information as trials begin, in 2005 we committed to posting all our patient trials on Clinicaltrials.gov. 5 Moreover, we have recently extended our policy, to include registration of phase I studies in healthy volunteers. In this regard, we exceed the requirements of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors.
We believe this record of transparency is unsurpassed. Other industry sponsors have made similar commitments and we are optimistic that comparable polices will be adopted by academic and governmental sponsors of clinical research.
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